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ST. NAZAIRE CAMPS
~ PUT COMFORT INTO
HOMEGOING ORDEAL

Red Hot Stoves in Bath
House, Hof: Water
for Shaving

ONE DIVISION AT A TIME

Lost Service Records Appear
While Men Wait for Boats—
P’ie Days in Mess Halls

It it were only & question of doing
onc's own choosing when the final com-
nind to face westward is given and the
soldier sels out homeward, Embarkation
Camp No. U at St. Nazaire would shel-
ter the whole returning Army,

For St. Nazaire hoasts the model em-
barkation camp of the ABI. it is not
only a model embarkation camp, but a
model ecamp in all respects, where the
kilchens afford a place where mess Kits
muy be scalded and rinsed and where
shaving water may be had at any hour
of the day.

Of course, not half—hardly 2 third. in
foct—of the A. 1. F. will pass through
St, Nazaire on its way back to the
United States, The camp accommodates
about 18,600 troopa and handles a divi-
sion at a time,

’uo(ms going home through St. Nazaire
come in by regiments, A repre-

of the Embarkation Service
them ai the R.T.OCs oflfice and
guides them to Tmbarkation Camp
which is a short distance from Bmbarkation
Camp 1 and about an hour’s walk from the
RT.Os At Camp 2 everyone is ex-
amined ph 1y, regardless eof all previ-
ous gxaminations at cither one of the two
embarkation centers—Le Mans or

AT THE PORTS OF EMBARKATION

Everything from a music box to a piane
has been checked at the St. Nazaire bag-
gage room, which is now being operated
by 2 detail of doughboys,

One of the many odd pieces of prop-
erty checked since the baggage room
onened up for business was a riding whip,
which Iater was lost. ‘The colonel who
checked it has written 18 letters about
it, and has eajled several times in per-
son. But the riding whip is still AWOL.

1t you are drawing only 33 per, you
cannot be expected to exhibit any inter-
est in the fact that the Finance Office,
Base Section No. 2, meaning Bordeaux,
paid out $2,272,000 last December on a
total of 7,000 vouchers.

Sinece July 1, 1918, between 50,000 and
75,000 soldiers have been paid by this of-
fice each month., Until the signing of
the armistice it had been the record of
the office that no soldier found it neces-
sary to leave for the front without first
hiaving been pa And after that there
was no front to Foave for.

At present many thousand soldiers are
passing through Bordeaux on their way
to the States, and an cffort is being made
to maintain the sume standard. For the
payment of thesc soldiers it has been
nccessary to open a branch office at Em-
varkation Camp No. 1 and also st Bus-
sens docks. The branches are actively en-
gaged in paying troops and in exchang-
ing American for French funds for offl-
cers and enlisted men.

The pon‘. of Brest, familiarly known as
“Mud City,” like many another spot in
France in this dclightful scnson, is one
of the three bottle-necks through which
America I8 lenving France.. During the
week that ended nuary 7, Brest saw
17,167 troops deparf. In the week ending
January 21, 12,640 sailed. The total during
the past month was just short of 60,000,

When part of the 162nd nfuntry landcd
at St. Nazalre 14 months nfo o detail of
several men was chosen from its ranks

Service Records Reappear
Froxa Camp 2  regiments move out
through the cireuit, which ends at Camp
1. in bunches of 300 and 400. Casuals

withewt C.O's go 1o the registration of-
fice »nd are registered. Kvery man with-
out = service record, once he has en-

tered the registration office, Is perfectly
sure ©f sceing his long lost history on
pape- within the next couple of doys, for
every evening a courier leaves the regis-
fratin office for Bourges where he pro-
curcs, if possible, all service records be-
Jdonging te the soldiers whose names ap-
pear on the book at the rcglﬂtrntitm of-
ficc on the evening of the courier's de-
parture. If @ service record cangot be
fouml ecven at Bourges, a new  service
record is made out, so that the soldler
may proceed on his way.

Comminding officers aulso report at the
registration office, where all the men of
their comuinands are checked up and all
ohslacles removed from the path that
leads townrd home.

A soldier having passed through the
registration office (which of course means
he is free from venercal disease, as he
has passed ihe physical examinatlons;y is
well on his way- homc—unless he has’a
skin disease, and ihis will be detected
as soon as he enlers the bath house.

¥rom the repistration office he passes on
to the bath house. Arms are stacked. out-
side, and he enters the bath house with
full equipment, or with what cquipment
he has. A check is made of -cquipment,
and if the soldier is shy even & tooth
brush, one is issucd him. Blankets, pere
sonal cffcets und clothing are then steri-
Each article is hung upon a rack
and numbercd.

'he soldier goes into the shower bath,
comes out and goes to the other side of
the large bhuilding, picking his way care-
fully through the rows of red hot stoves,
and finds his clothing and equipment
<waiting for him, clean enough for a

prince.
More Red Hot Stoves

rom tie shower bath the detachments
march to their billets, where clean, com-
fortable bunks and "more read hot staves
awnait them. A corporal Iz in charge of
every barracks and sees to it that fires

are kept going and bunks clean. No mat-

ter how many first sergeants he hap-
pens to have in his bailiwick, the cor-
poral is boss,

Then comes mess call. Everyone falls
In tine at the big mess shack, which
feeds the cntire canp in one hour, and
mmrehes through to the dining room. If
it happens to be ple day the soldier re-
‘eeives pie fresli from the bake shop just
at_the rear of the kitchen.

The dining rooms ure floored, and a
policing squad lkeeps them clean. A
mafor is in charge of ‘all policing, and
never a bread cramb is overlooked. And
there's one officer—-n colonel who is in
churge of the camp'-who preaches sami-
tation night and morning. And if any-
thing unsanitary happens to be lying
about, somecbody gets into trouble.

PHOTO BAN LIFTED

The ban on taking pictures has been
completely lifted,

The only condition mentioned in G.O.
8, which removes the restrictions, is that
photographs, whether negatives or prints,
must not be sent Into ememy countries.
The order allows “all members of the
American Expeditionary Forces, Includ-
ing military .civillans serving with the
Army and guthorized civilians viuiting ?he
zone by the

. to take photogmphs and moving
mctures" and send them home, or to an
or neutral country, “without re-
and without submitting them to
The order is in force during
lhe period of the mmhtice. .

to the St. Nazaire ¥ire Depart-

ment.

The detail soon organized iiself into an
efficient fire department with a real b
poole to slide down {rom the slecping qu
ters to the firc engine, and everyihing
was filne. But wmonths later, when. the
162nd Infantry was scnding men to the
front to replace those who had fallen, the
fire department of St. Nakaire lost all in-
terest in fires and everything else. Now
the war is over, and the 162nd Infantry
is on its way home, but the fire depari-
ment at St. Nazaire sces no relief in sight
for months to come.

The Place de Wilson has an unusual
attraction for the American soldier in
Brest, All the latest inventions for counx-
ing frames from the pockets of American
soldiers are now running full blast within
that reeently rechristened square,

The old tricks of tossing wooden rings
at alluring objecis with intent to lasso

i

somet‘hh"' h ien tlmes what it costs
to try £+ 1%20¢ (he main features of the
show. BT this case the objects to be

lassoed are champagne bottles.

“Quite a task for me, I dare say,” sald
a fat major as he crawled out from under
& Ford truck that was stuck by the side
of the road that leads from Brest to the
Pontanezan barracks. “Quite a task, con-
sidering I haven't had any practice for
over & year.”

“What do you mean-practice?” a leu-
tenant asked,

“Well,” the major explained. I used
to work in a garage before the war. But
I never had to wallow in a foot of mud
in those days.”

A certain aviation licutenant was re-
cently assigpned to a detail at Brest. A
few days mso he said to a certain ser-
geant: “I want cfficiency around this
place; T want snap—lots of it. Ffficlency
and snap. That's what counts.”

The sergeant saluted ond walked out.

24 HOURS DAY'S WORK
AT BIG GIEVRES YARD

Hump Solves Switching
Problems at Railroad
Half Way Point

“It’'s exactly ihe same kind of work
they did in the States, and they are do-
jt better here than they did over
there.””

In these \voxdq an_oflicer watching the

he tionn yards at
Gidvres )sst week disclosed the sccret of
one of the busiest spots in the S.0.8.

@idvres is a half-way point between the
base ports and the divisions located in
the training aress, waiting to go home,
and that part of the A.B.F. which is
in Germany, Into Gitvres come the pro-
ducts from the States to be sorted and
classified.  Seventcen American locomo-
tives handle and place the vast volume of
freight which is pouring constantly Into
the 140 miles of railroad trackage.

Twenty-four hours  constitutes the
working day in the Gidvres yards. Trains
handled In. these yards are not switched,
but are classified over & “hump,” which
term {5 famillar to every rafiroader. The
cars are pulled or pushed to the top of
the hump znd then run onto - the track
for which they dre destined by gravity.
On each side of the hump are classifica~
tion yords with a total of -35 traeks.

Previous (o the signing of the armistice,
fof onc meonth, an average of 168 cars
were handled daily.

As he passed a certain bugk private, who
sits in the outer office and professes to
know something about the leulenunt, the
private suid to the sergeant:

“fficiency, did he say? Iiuh! Do you
know he was sent down here because he
smushed up wmore planes for the United
States Army than the Germang did them-
selves?”

.

""he motor reception park near DBor-
deaux put inte A.E.F. service 12,535 auto-
mobites and trucks between Decewbor 15,
1917, and Novembor' 30, 1918—17 transports
in_the harbor at Bordeaux were unloading
néw trucks at the rale of 113 a day.

More than 1,500 trucks were being used
in Bage Section No. 2 alene when the war
cnded to take care of transport work and
other details of housing, clothing und feed-
ing the 256,000 American soldiers quar-
tered in the section.

With so many Amerlean soldiers in
Brest, these are busy days for the Claims
Depariment. Hundreds of claims from
French citizens come in every week., A
woman presented a claim last week for
1080 francs for a chicken that a truck
driver had sent {o its doom. "A chicken
isn't worth a hundred franes,” the leu-
tenant directed the interpreter to telf the
woman,

*This one is,” she replied, It scratched

up my vegelable garden.'

The claim was marked unjust,

But some of the cluims arc quite just
A man was accidentally killed by an
American truck. His relatives claimed
funerad expenses. -

On a recent Wednesday the sun shone
all day at Brest for the first time in lwo
months, Not a drop of rain fell during
the day, a very unusual occurrence,

COLD? SO IT WAS
IN JULY AT GIEVRES

Refrigerating Plant Supplies
Whole Army With Beef
and Willy

Various soldiers in various parts of the
AT, may have something to say about
the temperature of their particular local-
iy, but—

The most absolute downright cold Job
in the ALF. these days is held by 300
members of the QAL Corps. They work
six days a week in the mammoth refriger-
ation plant which is a_ part of the great
Supply Depot at Qidvies. The temper-
ature there is uniformly below zero, and
on the pipes which furnish not heat but
coldness for the plant there is always
frost an inch thick. It matters not if the
temperature on the oudside is 20 or 40 or
80 degrees, the frost remnains and the
mmpex-nture is consiy stantly down.

of beef, which will soon be steaks and
slum, there are cases and cases of canned
beef.

An_ idea of the vastness of the plant
can be obtained when it is stated tha'
the total amount of beel now stored ther:
is sufficient to feed onc pound to the
entire nopulation of New York, London
Paris, Chicago and Boston put togother.
ery 24 hours, 120 cars are handied, 60
coming in with their louds of beef frou
the. States and 60 leaving for variow:
parts of France and Germany.

‘fhe plant was put into operation it
less than flve months and has been oper
ating steadily. Ammonia Is forced throug!
pipes near the ceilings of the rooms, and
xr Lh pipes were stretched in a straigh'
ey would reach as far as irom
Plulndclphh to News Fork,

MILITARY BAND
INSTRUMENTS

BESSON & CO., Ltd.
198 Euston Rd., London, Eng.

Here is stored the major part of the
serve meat rations of the AJLF. The
fi ig rooms wmaking up the
plant—which, incidentally vivals In  size
and convenience the best in the Chiecago
district—ave capable of freczing 8,000 tons
of beef. RBesides the quarters and sides
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A two pound box sent to any
address upon receipt of Ten
Francs (Money order or cash).
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American Military Tailors

UNIFORMS TO ORDER IN 48 HOURS

Interiined Trench Coats, Enibroidered Insignia and Service Stripes, Sam Brown Belts.ele.
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* Aeroplane Sheds
Hospital Sheds
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The BESSONNEAU constructions
have stood their tests tor many years

The BESSONNEAU constructions
BESSONNEAU makes his canvas
pronerly waterproof and does the
whole: of hig constructing himself:

Tents, sheds and huts.
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THE GREAT MILITARY OUTFITTERS

KENS!NGTON HIGH ST, LQNDON, W.8.

Famous ‘KENBAR’
TRENCH COAT

&
AMERICAN OFFICERS i
Pleass Note i
The “Kenbar" is the officer’s great
favorite, and the sales aye increas
ing daily. Guaranteed “absolutely
proof against any weather. Made
from our wotéd trebly ~pmo-e¢§
KENBAR-CORD.  Lined throngh- .
out, preofed check woolen and in-
tertined oiled fabric. Evers detail
50 aecessary for Lhe most strenuous
woar itr the trenches is embodied
m this excelient Coat. The collar 17
can be worn In four pasitiens. The /
sleeves arem made with veinforced #
elbows, and the skirt is ecut full
and fitted wilh cavalry gusset. The
“Kenbar'' is the finest ecut and
best-tailcred Trench Coat in lon-
don.
Cnt with Tnglan sleoves and very excy srm.
hinles, and cane easiiy be siipped ou over &
Britislh Warmi, Sewsd your order al once mene
tioning ouly chestincasurement taken over Ser
vies Jacket, and a perfoct.tit fs guaranieed.

$26.25

With detagh: am.- oo lnug, er :
Overcoat $37,; Su |pl(M me -kc rh) witly
Fur Collar n! “x"a!\) 36.25 extra, With
pur colinr of Musqunaii 31 125 cxtra.

Goed quality Fleeve Undercoars for wearing
unrder Trench Coats at-31 1.25
These aro grontly m demand, aud very warm

oy M
ORDFRS EXECUTED The Coat the Officer will hevs
IN STRICT ROTATION. s

JOHN BARKER AND COMPANY LTD., KENSINGTON W 8,

2
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